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- occaſioned by the Comment upon the | + 
| late Petition for Peace. | BY 
t | Let Mcrcy and Truth mecte together, and let Righteouſneſſe and Ji i 
AY Teace kifſe each other, | ml ti 
Le RA FISH E dangers of the City and kingdome:a- ANT IREHHUTR 167) 
A ob S\ riſe from the diviſion of the Inhabitants, | my 
þ 7 every good mans endeavour fhould they- I 
LT: S\. fore be to.make men to be of one minde; | | 
E '--'II& J = and to draw. neighbours nearet together W106: METH 
ID inlove and unity :.no.man is to.be deſpi- | 
MUS>=SF> © x; {ed or rejected, but to be wroughtupon 
OT 0755 SI89 by all loving endeavours : ſurely then ir 


j['38 not well dome of him who undertooke ro comment upon 
| late Perition for Accommodation, to. ſtyle it a Frivelogus 


ger, wherein. ſo many men. were engaged : nor to ſtile rhem «© | | 

frends otthe devill.and Antichriſt, promoters of prophannefſe | | | 
ad wolarrie, the errours\of mens judgements, or corruption of ih | 
beiraffe&ions might from a a hand have found a ſof- jt "BUT 
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(2) | 
rer dealing then that preface doth afford, and more profiulſ 
the Common-wealth : Pertinent and ſoft language (xy 
ceeding of love) being the beſt for convincing the underſy 
ing, or perſwading the affetion : nor needed he to have 
phered the chiefe compoſers in ſuch odious CharaRers, x] 
rentees, Malignants, and JDelinquents, there being amoyf 
them many that have nor yeelded affiſtance ro the publike a 
ofthe Commbn-wealth, through ſcruple of conſcience, wel: 
knowing it to be juſt and good, which is not to be wondalf 
at, ſince there 1s (uch liberty given, or taken to defend the 

Dr. Fer: Polite cauſe, by the moſt able Sophiſters the Univerſiti, 7:4. 
Booke not City affords, and thar both in Bookes, and Scrmons, fromy wn 
a m: cient, and roo much reverent Divines. Concerning men ſodF.c. Nee 
and all ,f Ceived, time were better ſpent in recifying their judgemaſſ” ©" 
that na- with better principles : and as for the ruder ſort, uttering 
Dk. _ ſeemly ſpeeches, and curſing of truth, their error alſo might 
the Parli- ſhewed them in termes of love, manifeſting a defire ro reclu 
ament can chem, and in cafe of obſtinacie, no doubt the Magiſtracie 
cs "2. juſt puniſhment will force them into better diſpoſition; fr 
judge» becomes not thoſe that ſeeke for peace, ro be unquier, andun 
mcentsof (5[l rhemſelves. As for the Comment it ſelfe, ir was donet "db 
the decei- | --- - - d | | K : He Malton; 
vedpeo- TOONE, being before the Parliament Had condemned the lan "Why 
ple. and is of evill example to the buſineſſe of Peririons in genenſÞ,au.., . 1 
irheing cqually free for all men to preſent their deſires, and A R 
man, uf prevent the ſenſe of the Parliament, by his piiſÞcate are 
interprerarion, every man being free ro conſider what he pf 
ons for, and the Parliament only to judge ; and for the mii 
of his Comment, every man knowes ir to be- an. eafie matt, 
make a bad interpretation of any thing whatfbever : The Wy; 
High Commiſſion and Star-Chamber proccedings will Why 
informe as much ; and therefore'rhough nor ro juſtific teMWpytiamen 
rition it ſelfe) yer it is very likely the Comment ſcemes toi, 
judicious men, tobe {trained and wreſted torhe very worll 
can be,'andif any 'one' ſhould undertake rhe defence'them ] 
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(3) 
what cannot art and ſophiſtry make 900d 2 Andtherefare it' 
"Td becn better the Petition had been left co the Parliament, to 
ua hom it was direted. The Parliament would ſoon havesdif: 
wered their aymes, as knowing full well the conſtirntion of 
x preſent ſtare of the Kingdome, the tempers of all men, as 
their friends as enemies, and can throughly difcerne' the 
mſequences of this Petition, and no donbr are provided to 
revent the miſchiefes by ſome intended,and though it be good 
rice privately to intimate tothe Parliament, the feares and 
alouſies we conceive of publike dangers, yet it canuot be con- 
Kenient to publiſh our private thoughts thereof, for ſo inſtead of 
eventing, we may inſtruct the malicious into deſperate pra- 
ſes, Notwithſtanding all this, the intention of the Commen- 
or was ſurely very hearty and honeſt, and in his Comment 
Jome good things are to be found, as where he tels the Peritio- 
"ers of a fault that many of them be ſuſpe&ed to be guilty of, 
dthatis roo eagera deſire to ſave their monies, and by thus 
etition to worke [ſuch a diſturbance as might divert the pro- 
tedings in hand for aſſeſſing their eſtates:but another thing we 
eht have likewiſe probablie ſuſpected roo, and that is, that 
We malignant Miniſters being now upon their proofe and try< 
- "Wl, have nor failed to adviſe this Petition to divert rhat pto: 
"1 Weeding : he that ſhall conſider how of late they have preached 
; Worpeace, though they know the Parliament for ſafzry of the 
wpleare neceſſitated ro take up and continue in Armes, may 
- 3-Wikly preſume their politicke heads are not abſent from this 
" Woke, andindeed it may concerne all ſorts 'of men to marke 
” ;Woſethar cauſe diviſions amongſt us, eſpecially thoſe that 'd6e 
1 6a Vith peace in their mouthes. Another good thing the Com- 
Tot hath afforded us, where a hint is given of the power of the 
of wliament, affirming, that alchough we may plead property in 
h Frixa of the Kings raxing without Law, yer we can plead no 
_ ery ro the Parliament, in a time of imminent danger, into 
_ (Whoſe poſall we have committed our eſtates and all that wee 
| Az have, 


J 


[| 
a 
P 
IF 
J 
« 
r 
o 
! 


have, which we never did unto the . King : 
(in time of imminent danger) been left our, as well they mij 
(for we have without any iuch condition or reſpe& commin 
all that we have nnro their diſpoſall) it had been then a ſen 


(4) 
Had thole wy 


worthy to have been written in gold, nay,in the hearts ofey 
Engliſhman,and if once well digeſted,;the Parliament coildy 
want friends to-goe through with all their undertakings; bn 
isnot rightly underſtood, for there are Bookes lacely-publi 
of purpoſe to poſlefſe the people, that rhe King 1s a partolt 
Parliament, and by his negative voice able to overſway alli 
reſt : witneile the anſwer to rhe Obſervator, Printed at Oxhy 
a docrine deſtructive :o thar golden ſentence, rhe beeing 


Parltaments, and the preſervative thereof, the {afety of thepy 


ple. Had the Commentor cleared this worke, he had delen 
much thankes, however this ſhewes his mexninz to beg 
and that he would have every magatisfied in the moſt nec 
ry truth, Thar the Parliaments may juſtly diſpoſe of theeſty 
of all men for the publike good, whereof they are to be 
judges, and no man 9ught to inrerrupt them ther-in, This 
only paſſage tending really ro union, and to invice all ma 
adhere to the Parlixmenr, and to the preterver of all libeny! 
freedome, and were his counſett raken therein, how 
would this Kingdome inſtancly be; Men my fluter theme 
how they will, buritis imporible that the pre'ent diftem 
canever hayc an end, untill all men in genzrall doe take! 
with the Parliatnent,and freely tender th<tr eſtares for theft 
like-ſervice of the Common- wealth: and if they would dx 

it were impoſſible for all the power of their advcr{ariestont 
then miſerable : and if they had 'done fo ere this time 
City, the buſineſſe. had been. done and finiſhed ; andarnt 

the Petitioners are abuſed, it they be- made beljeve thaxtifl 

liament doth not ſceke all meanes that can be for 4g 

juft end of all thee diſtempers : the fault js in themſev6, 
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(5) 
 wiklff@od neutral, and chereby have given hope to the adverſary to. 
7 nik{@deche City divided in it ſelfe, and by rheir example the 
nmmhole kingdome, as in part is already too ſadly-to be ſeen ; and 
ſenemlſerefore if they will ſhew themſelves conſiderate men,lct them 
ofern{þlonger increate that of the Parliament, which is in their own 
ouldnhwerto procure unto themſelves, that 1s, a certaine and dura- 
 br@peace, without the leaſt bondage and ſlavery, which with- 
ublitnſk adhering to the Parliament they ſhall never have. Were 
rt oltþy not better truſt the Parliament in th's worke, then any 0- 
y aller : Would they have bur patience, and ſuſpend thcir feares 
Oxinſuching the buſineſle. of Religion, and ayde the Parliamene 
ecinFouohly, they ſhould then ſeo how far the Parliament would 
repfrom wronging them, yea they ſhould ſee rhat from Parlia- 
delenifÞaes proceeds the beſt (atisfation and reality; and from their 
de gffpoſers nothing bur deluſion, and in the end confuſion, Thoſe 
neceſÞtwill not be warned before hand; muſt be ſorry afterward. 
e eſtaÞþ man need to be ſtartled from yeelding obedience and aſſi- 
\ be {ce to the Parliament through any ſcruple of conſcience oc- 
his 5Fioned by any place of Scripture : for the Scripture is nor the 
| makof our Government, and ſo neither of-our obedience : rhe 
x1 Wrernment of E-gland being a compact of rhe people within 
v lanaſelves, and the Scripture commandcth all Covenants and 
emſ{}mpacts amongſt men ro be kept inviolably : no.man wharto- 
ſtemprbeing free from puniſhment. for the breach of oaths, or 
take npacts-, It were madneſſe to thinke that the Scripture pa- 
the iarzeth any injuſtice, eſpecially in-2,publike . Magiſtrate ,* or 
d dot in ſuch a caſe the people ſhould haye no juſt meanes ro 
to wFeve thewſclves , and puniſh the Opprefſor : tro abuſe 
ne Fe Scripture. is a crime deſerving the greateſt puniſhment , 
were kmineſſe wherein , .cannor_ bur, bring plagues 'and judge- 
theeas upon 2 Common-wetlth, and it ſhould be confider- 
z000lFefore-jt bee roo late. As yaine alſo it is for any to bee 
ye,ptcdatthe Oath, of Stpremacie which r.ever was intended to 
, 09s the King a, Inprezme a boverh;cPalicment,bur only rhe 
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. government inthe world: being without po 


(6) | 

Supreame Magiſtrate in. oppoſition to the Pope, or any opt ſuch i1 
forraign power,nor yet by the Oath of Allegiance which june of 
was intended to binde the ſubje& from obedience to the ÞyyWt/797e, c 
ment, the maker thereof, bur wzs made after the Gunponiſſuthe perl 
treaſon,to diſtinguiſh betweene Papiſts of quiet diſpoſitiongÞ!5ti* PE 
inch others as in their heartsmaintainedthe like bloody Muſe ha 
that the Powder-traytors did; neither ſhould men be affrighſP114ment 
at the Parliaments arbitrary power over all mens perſons Parlian 
eſtates, for the Kingdome cannot be ſafe except they both ff beartily 
and exerciſe ſuch a power . for how elſe in caſe of danger (Þ'0eY Ml 
them appearing ) ſhould the people be provided for: Thy" 1s 4 
intruſted with the preſervation of the people, preſerve thiÞ** and] 
they cannot bur by meanes, that is, by raiſing of men, may!"9 9 i 
and other proviſions of armes and ammunition : and bein Pt take 
the publike good (whereof they are the ſole Judges) ever! 

in the Common wealth ought to beare his part : whern 

ſome may be ready and willing, as 'being ſencibledft 
danger; others may be {o wrought upon by the ſubrilty oft 

thar ſecke to deſtroy them, as they may be obſtinatelyu 

ling to afford any affiſtance at all , in this caſe what ſl 

come of the Common -wealth if the Parliament hadn 

rights an Arbitrary power, to compel! thoſe that are un 

and inſenfible to ſuch a disburſment as to them ſeemes jul 
neceſſary, and incaſe of obſtinacie to puniſh as they ſeed 

and as may ſtand with the: preſent exigents of the kingd 

being neither bounded by Lawes nor Preſidents, fort 

time of Parliamentall Lawes, Cuſtomes, and Preſiden 
mituntrothem, all power of the kingdome being ſolely 

Lords and Commons in time of Parliament, and the el 

thercof in the Votes of the major part aſſembled: Andh 

thus underſtood,s the moſt rationall government in the® 

and being defended by the people is the moſt abſoluei 
preſervation of the people from tyranny and operon 
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bility of 


(7) 
_ bo ſuch inconventences, oppreſſions, and tyrannies, as did the 
rom 2 of Rome or Athens, nor ſo ſubje& thereunto as Holland 
« d,xhrf2nice, or other States now extant, being more changeable 
noni te perſons, and the choyce of each ofthem to be moſt free: 
on þ4sthe people being carefull in the choice, no inconvenience 
Me, Bnever happen, and if any ſhould, it cannot continue long, a 
@:aMliament being of right to be called once every yeare, as for- 
| Parliaments have enacted. Would every good man conſi- 
6M heartily with his owne underſtanding, it were impoſſible 
rthey miſt even burne in zeale, and be ready to ſacrifice 
ir lives and eſtates in defence of their owne Birthrighr, the 
mer and Priviledges of Parliament, and account them - all 
ors to the Common wealth ( the greateſt treaſon that can 
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